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Abstract:

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) convened its first Scientific Information Management workshop in March of 2006. The workshop brought together scientists, information technology, and policy specialists to identify issues, share ideas and showcase locally developed, but potentially broadly applicable, solutions.  Science and technology specialists from all parts of the USGS agreed that most, if not all, key information management challenges cut across traditional discipline boundaries, and that they cannot be effectively addressed in a piecemeal fashion.  

The need for a comprehensive information management strategy requires that scientists and information professionals work together to ensure that the “system” of standards, processes, tools, and technology is appropriate, effective, consistent, well understood, and widely available throughout the organization.  To assure that these goals are met, the USGS is making use of “communities of practice” as both a conceptual and practical approach to effective information sharing and problem solving.  To date, more than a dozen such knowledge sharing communities have emerged, dealing with a range of topics. This presentation will outline a two-dimensional framework for understanding and addressing scientific information management issues in a scientific organization, discuss the importance of communities of practice in that framework, and show the USGS's first steps in these areas.
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