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Abstract
This talk is aimed at tabling some possibilities for collaboration between GEON and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, aimed at supporting disaster relief activities.

One of the reasons why humanitarian disaster relief is often hampered is that it fails to utilize existing, local expertise and data; the local community of scientists and experts who together hold vital knowledge, and datasets are usually not equipped with any common technology or infrastructure, nor are they pre-formed into communities that are comfortable with collaborating.

GEON can contribute towards disaster preparedness in three important ways:

1. By providing a uniform infrastructure and software stack to communities of scientists and other experts who have relevant expertise.  This will facilitate collaboration.

2. By encouraging the development of communities created around GEON nodes that are deployed in developing countries.

3. By hosting UN datasets and software centrally, and facilitating a UN GEON-node, that can be deployed anywhere in the world at short notice.

A recent GEON workshop in India prior to deployment of a GEON PoP (Point of Presence) node highlighted the catalyzing effect such a node can have on the local science community—bringing geoscience agencies together, along with domain experts and computer scientists.  If the development of such communities can be fostered in advance of a disaster in other countries, then GEON cyberinfrastructure could form the basis of humanitarian relief efforts that can utilize local expertise and data, and that benefit from the established presence of a community of experts; it is too late to try and form one after a disaster strikes!

This talk will highlight recent work to develop an open-source GIS software stack for UN disaster relief mapping activities, will discuss how existing GEON infrastructure could support such an effort, will make some suggestions as to how local science communities might be better enabled, and will open discussions as to how GEON and the United nations might form a partnership enhance the GEON Grid with further PoP nodes in developing countries.

