WEEKLY GEON MEETING MINUTES, 07/19/04

Attendees:  Dogan Seber,  Chaitan Baru, Margaret Banton, Sandeep Chandra, Kai Lin, Margaret, Cindy Santini, Michael Velikhov, Ashraf Memon, Ghulam Memon, Choonhan Youn,  Douglas Greer.

Ashraf is working on the SVG  Ghulam is working with Ramon Arrowsmith’s group.
Kai has installed a new feature on the portal.   He has created a database that tracks who has accessed which datasets, how many people have looked at each data set, etc..  The system will maintain these kinds of statistics but, initially, the user will not have access to this information. 

A discussion ensued regarding issues pertaining to tracking dataset usage and privacy related policy issues.  Kai has set up a system that tracks every action a user does, including maps, shape files, and dataset queries.  It was agreed that this prototype should be demonstrated at the next PI meeting and a discussion of what the scientists need/want can happen while the group is together.  We also need to create a structure for reviewal of datasets, as folks try to publish new ones on the GEON portal.  There needs to be some  system review process,  to ensure validity of incoming datasets.   Initially,
Kai is going to set up an email function so that Dogan receives an email each time a new dataset is registered.  This is okay for the short-term, but a system needs to be created for the long-run.

It was also agreed that a “pending” status will be added to the portal, where datasets are uploaded, so that incoming datasets remain “in limbo” until they can be reviewed and approved.  The existing categories are “private” and “public”. . .and “pending” will be

added.  It was agreed that the scientists need to provide direction in terms of what standards databases must meet to be included in GEON.  Are we looking for only “perfect” data. .. . or what degree of questionability is deemed valuable?
For the next ICC meeting, we should discuss who will review incoming datasets by subject?  Chaitan suggested we use folks not currently involved with GEON (Doug Walker, etc.).  It was agreed that Dugan will initially be he one to receive/review/forward datasets to various folks with subject-specific knowledge, to review and approve.

