GEON SDSC Weekly Meeting

Monday, August 25, 2003

Present: Ilya Zaslavsky, Longjiang Ding (LTER project), Kai Lin, Ephrat, Dogan Seber, Karan Bhatia, Pavel Velikhov (GeMS), Sandeep Chandra, Dave Archbell, Ashraf Memon, Chaitan Baru.

Updates-around-the-table:

1. Ilya Zaslavsky: has been in touch with Marc Levine of USGS Geological Section. Discussions have been regarding wrapping GEODE mapping services as Web/Grid services in GEON. Also, USGS is getting ready to install a GEON PoP node on one of the Linux clusters associated with the EROS Data Centers. Bill Miller is the contact point. Meeting to be held at SDSC to discuss strategy and details of this work item.

2. Ashraf Memon: is helping Jane Park with PaleoGeography database. In order to provide a map-oriented display, we will use ArcIMS. Ashraf is converting data from database tables into shapefile. Reza will help publish this data on the Web using ArcIMS, and a map interface. Conversion to shapefiles is expected to be completed by Wednesday. Demo of PaleoGeography database will be available next week.

3. Chaitan Baru: 

a. Just returned from Chronos Kickoff meeting in Ames, Iowa, along with Dogan Seber and Doug Greer. Chronos is interested in the following from SDSC:

i. Info integration prototype based on Enosys software. Need to connect with Doug Fils at Ames.

ii. Design and architecture of Biology Workbench, for re-use in Chronos

iii. Expertise in parallelizing tools

b. Chronos is planning a tools workhop at SDSC in mid to late October 2003. Need to check if Tony Gary can attend on behalf of GEON. SDSC should have someone there who can help with parallelizing tools and running on Linux clusters.

c. GEON has received a supplement for installing Grid nodes at all site; outreach to other parts of Geosciences community; parallelization of geodynamics codes; and, information visualization and interface development associated with GEON Portal.

d. There will be a visit to NASA Goddard on Oct. 17th, by Dogan Seber and Chaitan Baru, to discuss NASA GSFC’s participation in GEON.

e. To facilitate project communications, there will be monthly PI meetings (perhaps via VTC). Also, the minutes from weekly meetings at SDSC (and other sites, as available) will be posted on the GEON website. In addition to these minutes, if there are any other project-related updates, please send to Margaret Banton at SDSC (mbanton@sdsc.edu).

4. Doug Greer: Is working with the GEE tool from South Carolina, which is used by IRIS. This is for the GSA/SC’0 demos. There will be a meeting at SDSC on Wednesday 8/27, to talk about GSA/SC demo.

5. Longjiang: Preparing for the LTER All-Scientists’ Meeting (ASM). A poster will be presented on the integration of data using Web services. Continuing to work with the LTER network on implementing Web services at their sites. Also, working closely with the science PI at Wisconsin (Paul Hansen) on Web services. 

6. Ephrat: has joined the project last week as a staff programmer. She will report to Bertram Ludaescher. She is currently reading various papers and working on Prolog programs.

7. Dogan Seber:

a. Has provided a “Geology 101” book to Kai Lin. Since there were many interested parties, Dogan will put up information on this book, and also other resources on the website as a Geoscience primer for IT folks!

b. There is a plan to switch to the updated GEON website by mid-Sept, or at least unveil it at the PI’s meeting.

c. Randy Keller has recently published a paper on GEON in a seismology publication. This information will be up on the website.

d. There are two workshops in Oct. on the same dates, viz. 10/2-5—one on structural geology and tectonics (Idaho), and another on geochemistry (Wash DC). Dogan will attend the former. Need to find an SDSC person who can attend the latter. Perhaps someone from GIS area (Ilya/Ashraf) should also attend the Idaho workshop.

e. There is a workshop called, GeoFramework, on Oct.7/8 in Pasadena. Need to check if Mike Bailey can attend that.

8. Karan Bhatia: 

a. Attended SciDAC review at Argonne Labs as part of the review panel. Presentations were on Access Grid, RLS, GridFTP, Globus data grid efforts, CAS, Akenti. The AG work will be demo-ed at SC2003. It focuses on application integration in a collaborative environment, rather than video teleconf. There were also many security related projects. 

b. Karan clarified that Giggle is the replica location specification, while RLS (the Replica Location Service) is a Globus implementation of Giggle. 

c. Collaboration is ongoing with IBM regarding the Grid replication service. There will be a meeting with them to discuss details, including requirement for incremental updates in the cache. 

9. Sandeep Chandra

a. Waiting for GRAV application from UTEP. Will send email today. However, not having the application is not an immediate bottleneck for the demo project. 

b. Created CD for GEON ROCKS. Need to resolve some more issues with the ROCKS group. Updated version installs the OGSA environment. However, still need to check if it can be installed over the Internet.

10. Pavel Velikhov: meeting with Ann Chervenak. Learning about Globus services. Will be kickstarting the GeMS architecture group. Alin Deutsch from CSE is willing to help.

Presentations:

11. Kai Lin: Provided a demo of the data/ontology registration system. Users can register ontologies. Associate ontologies with columns of data in databases. Integrate databases using ontologies.  Should show this to the Chronos group as well. A good user-end tool for ontology editing may be Protégé 2000. Need to consider installing this at the GEON Portal (see slides).

12. Pavel Velikhov: Provided a high-level overview of the software development philosophy behind GEMS (see slides).

