WEEKLY GEON MEETING MINUTES, 05/17/04

Attendees:  Dugan Seber,  Bertram Ludaescher, Margaret Banton,  Sandeep Chandra, Choonhan Youn, Kai Lin,  Jane Park, Doug Greer, Ilya Zaslavsky, Reza Wahadj, Cindy Santini, Ilya Zaslavsky, Paul Tooby, and Tiffany Houghton.

Dogan informed the group that he and Choonhan visited UTEP last week (Mon/Tues), and talked to their computer science and geo science people.  Choonhan talked to them about creating the portal and portlet applications.  They are making good progress and think that their application will be “portletized” and ready for demo at the AHM.    UTEP was asked to use GridSphere for their portlet, as a model for the other sites.  Ann Gates has assigned a grad  student to work solely on GEON.  She will be installing GridSphere and will be researching portlet-to-portlet communications in this program.  

Also, at UTEP,  Ann Gates wants to do some logic related work based on the GEONgrid.  She’d like to monitor our web services and grid services for output efficiency and accuracy.   She’s 

interested in following-up on this with Bertram . . .and could assign a grad student to do the

research on this.    Bertram indicated that he’ll drop Ann an email to continue this conversation. 

Dogan also indicated that an action item that came out of this UTEP meeting was that we’d get their ontology to interact with Tom Jordan’s ontology . . . in time for the IRIS meeting in June.

Dogan told the group about DLESE’s visit to SDSC last Wed/Thurs.  They are working to better understand the portlet architecture.  Randy Keller is going to be using an Arc IMS map service, which will bring SDSC, ASU, and UTEP all with this compatibility.  They will then be able to integrate TM scenes, gravity points, etc.  Ilya and Dogan agreed that our involvement with this development could be of considerable assistance in defining the types of files and features that are incorporated, at this early stage, for future optimal results.  Dogan indicated that he will send Randy/Raed an email with some of our initial suggestions and will cc: Ilya as a source of further coordination.  He is also going to communicate with Ramon Arrowsmith at ASU to ensure that they are aware of the same projection issues and utilize the same Arc IMS sessions.

Dogan informed the group that DLESE showed us a lot of things that they’ve been working on during their visit.  They showed some Concept Strand Maps that they’ve been working on, and

were quite interested in what Kai has been doing with ontologies.  They gave us their registration program, which is basically an ADN record editor.  The end of this meeting included a couple of action items, on SDSC’s part.  On the GEON portal, when a user does a search of data, we will add a new button that asks if the user wants to also search for educational resources.  This will bring up a new frame  that will give the user the option of going into the DLESE site (Jane, Kai to work on).  The second action item is to create a text page for the GEON EOT page on the portal and populate this with an “Earth Exploration Toolbox” . . .that David Smith demo’d at the PI meeting.  Dogan and Tammy (DLESE) to work on text for EOT page, David Smith to continue his work on this toolbox and forward a final version to be accessed via the GEON portal.  A final action item, for long term, included an expanded tool that is earthquake based in CA, utilizing existing DLESE ontologies and tools.  Will allow users to click on a news item (example, recent earthquake in California) to then do some research using GEON and DLESE datasets and integrate these to come up with some background info on the event. 

DLESE also agreed to install their GEON pop node and use the GridSphere and portlet architecture to utilize some of their existing tools, so that these will be available on the GEON portal environment.  They discussed some of the security issues  and look into using the GEON node  

Bertram provided an update from the SEEK meeting he recently attended.  The topic of assigning more meaning to the input and ouput of web services was discussed, and the need

to communicate the simultaneous activity in this area between GEON and SEEK.

Ilya reported that he was at an NSF supported Interoperability Workshop last week at Lamont-

Doherty Earth Observatory, which looked at how several NSF funded projects do things and what it would take to create  formal bridges to enable them to interface with each other more in the future.  Ilya presented a report on behalf of GEON and asked the SDSC group to go through this (he’s going to email a URL where the report can be found), as there is a window of opportunity to make revisions/changes.  Everyone was asked to look at the GEON document and

forward modifications to Ilya as soon as possible.

Dogan was at a Community Sediment Modeling meeting, and suggested that they would benefit from the concept of workflows.  He is going to forward a few email addresses to Betram so that he can follow-up on this, and Bertram agreed that he would do so.

Sandeep has reconstructed the local nodes and these are now ready for the HP machines, which are expected at any time.  

Bertram was in Scotland last week at an E-Science meeting.  He feel s good about where his team is at in developing/using the Kepler workflow method, in comparison to others who are

using alternate workflow 

Dogan went over the list of pending AHM Action Items with the group:

Data Registration.   Jane indicated that, in terms of the user interface, there will be a simple intro page that will preceed the ADN page.  She indicated that she could provide a demo of this at next Monday’s meeting (5/24).  Kai indicated that he and Ashraf are working together on the next component of this data registration process, the web server. They will need a couple of days, once Jane has uploaded her shape file,  to implement this web server component.  Kai interjected that DLESE didn’t include the source code when they forwarded their registration system.  Jane is going to follow-up and find out when/how they we can get this source code.  The issue of how this metadata is going to be accessed needs to be resolved.  Chaitan asked Pavel V. to look at XML for querying this, and some discussion ensued as to how stable XML  is and whether this option will serve GEON’s long term needs.  Ashraf and Sandeep are working together to install DB2 and ArcIMS running on a data node to act as a dedicated production server, with the really large base maps on ArcSD (more static).  Kai feels strongly that this goal of demo’ing data registration to the search function can be completed in time for the AHM in August.
A Seismic Model meeting is to be held this afternoon to include that work group, along with

Tim Kaiser.  Margaret B. agreed to email Randy and Krishna re:  the Geo Tools and Applications they have in mind for the AHM and whether they need our assistance with these.

