WEEKLY GEON MEETING MINUTES, 04/19/04

Attendees:  Chaitan Baru,  Margaret Banton,  Bertram Ludaescher, Sandeep Chandra, Ashraf Memon, Choonhan Youn, Kai Lin,  Jane Park, Efrat Jaeger, Doug Greer, Ilya Zaslavsky,  LJ Ding, and David Ribes.

Chaitan lead the meeting this week, in Dogan’s absence.  He had forwarded an agenda, via email prior to this morning’s meeting, and started the check-in process.  Chaitan indicated

Chaitan provided an update on the BIRN project.  He recently attended a meeting where he presented some basic architecture items that GEON has worked through.  This meeting included Abel Linn, the portal programmer for that project, as well as Jeff Grethe, Armanath Gupta, Kai Lin, Karan Bhatia were also involved in this meeting.  This afternoon, Kai and Bertram will be meeting with some of this group, again, to discuss their schema representation so that we can evaluate whether this is something we want to incorporate in GEON’s architecture, and we’ll

be providing demos and info in our Knowledge Representation and ontology areas.  Chaitan suggested that the conversation be continued in the second hour of the meeting, when the more technical

Bertram provided an update from the KR group.  He indicated that they are focusing on the NSF Site Visit, and have been discussing what they want/can accomplish for this.  One goal that they’ve developed is creating the Semantic Data  Registration (ontologies, mappings from data to ontologies), some ontology visualization (reasoning and classification with ontologies using OWL to create hierarchies), and Semantic Data Integration.    

Efrat provided an update on the workflow efforts.  They have decided to create  “touch graph” capabilities to be used with the Kepler workflow.  Efrat is working with Krishna’s student to extend the mineral rock classifier to consider muliple rock compositions.  This will be a generic application that can be plugged into other databases, so that this will be useful to other users and research items.  Chaitan suggested that Efrat look at Opendap and SRB, and it was agreed that this conversation would be continued during the technical portion of the meeting.

Systems will no longer have to send out disks  to provide upgrades to the geon grid nodes, and will be putting these online (via URL), from which the various locations will be able to burn the upgrade onto CD on their end.  They’ve also been working with Chuck Meertens to get their first pop node up and running.  It has been decided that we (SDSC) will be responsible for generic updates to Apache, Postgress, and security patches --- and they’ll be responsible for upgrading their individual software (Pearl, etc).  Sandeep indicated that ASU has set up their computer nodes.  Systems will be  communicating with the other locations that have compute nodes to assist with their process.  Finally, some discussion was held regarding the nodes that have still not been brought up.  Missouri, Rice and Penn State are not up and running yet.  We know what the difficulty at Penn State is and will be communicating with them to resolve this.   Chaitan will be communicating with the other locations to determine what the hold up is.

Ilya provided an update from the mapping group.  They are working with ESRI to develop mapping capabilities on cell phones.  Also, he indicated that mapping and registration groups met together last week.  This made a lot of sense and would be beneficial to both groups, to continue to meet together for the next couple of weeks.  They discussed the difference between spatial views and mediator views, and began to define how queries should go across services.

Choonhan indicated that he is working on a portal log in system now.  Based on prior discussion, he is setting it up so that the first time someone logs into the computer, they will receive an email that asks them to confirm their registration before their account will be activated.   All user data will be seated on the postgres data base.  He is planning that by the end of this week he’ll have some internal people test the portal system, with the goal of this being reactivated by next Monday.  Chaitan indicated that he wanted to talk to Choonhan, outside of this meeting, about the NMI proposal that he’s writing --- regarding chategorizing data than can be included on the GEON portal, 

Margaret provided an update on the status of the AHM, logistical preparations, indicated that she’s been working with Chaitan to follow-up on Advisory Committee invites, as well as gathering email addresses for all invitees to the AHM.  She’s also “working the numbers” to

decide whether GEON should purchase some of its booth display pieces, rather than rent them

in the future.  She and Chaitan will be going over the budget and making some decisions in the

coming week regarding GEON promo and booth purposes in the upcoming months.

Doug provided on update on CHRONOS.  He indicated that the project’s goal is to integrate 7 databases.  They are trying to build an ontology that will federate the databases, and Doug has been talking to Bertram regarding this.  They currently have an XML/HTML description of their databases, including details regarding titles.    

With the “round table” updates completed, the initial portion of the meeting adjourned and the technical (programmers) remained over specific details and developments to that end.

