WEEKLY GEON MEETING MINUTES, 04/05/04

Attendees:  Dogan Seber,  Kai Lin, Margaret Banton,  Doug Greer, Karan Bhatia,  Sandeep Chandra, Ashraf Memon, Choonhan Youn, Cindy Santini, Jane Park, Ilya Zaslavsky, LJ Ding, and David Ribes.

Sandeep provided an update on the geon nodes.  ASU is currently setting up their compute node and Sandeep has been working with them on that.  Idaho wanted to upload “red hat”, and he worked with them through that process.  Sandeep is going to send up an email to the ‘sysadmin@geongrid.org’ re: security patches and the individual site’s responsibility to manage these – for the time being.

UCAR has asked that a geon machine host a large dataset that he has.  A discussion ensued regarding what level of involvement/support the local sites can expect and will need to be responsible for in such instances.  We want to back this dataset up at SDSC, as well as replicate it to other grid compute nodes.  We need to determine the size of the database as well as who actually owns this and what the replication provisions are.  Chaitan is going to follow-up with Chuck to determine the size and ownership of the dataset, as we are in favor of this kind of hosting.  . . we just need to determine what’s involved.

We talked about login and certificate authentication processes, and Dogan mentioned that Phil P and some of his fellow BIRN colleagues (including someone from NMI) are developing a “better” CA process than they had used.  They are researching an easier process and anticipate having something in the next three months.  It was suggested that an email list be set up for all who have registered on the portal.  Choonhan is going to research how to do this, as well as to

send an auto email to folks who register asking them to respond/confirm that they registered.

NSF SITE VISIT.  They will come with our proposal in-hand, so we have to make sure that our presentation complies with what we said we were going to do in this project.  We need ot focus our effort to get everything in the portal in a production environment (no more demos, but the real deal).  This is going to entail all of Kai’s data integration, along with the mapping tools.  We need to identify a couple of the systems that we’re going to get perfected, then identify the data sets that we’re going to use.  This will drive the data registration process, and will determine the activities that will be focused toward accomplishing these goals.  The second aspect is the ontology efforts that Kai/Efrat/Bertram have been working through.  Our accomplishments in this area are beyond what others have done.   We should be able to use the seismology ontology in a data query process on the portal, effectively.  

Dogan indicated that we need to set specific goals for this site visit, then define the various steps that must be accomplished and assign specific SDSC team members to these task, so that we begin to actively work through the process of accomplishing our goals for the site visit.  A discussion ensued about grid services, web services, and the compatibility/management of various applications to be used via the GEON portal.  It was agreed that a meeting will be held next week, to include Doug Greer, Karan Bhatia, Choonhan Youn, Dogan Seber, Chaitan Baru, Ashraf Memon and Tim Kaiser to determine what is the most efficient and effective mode of setting up the portal web service architecture, as well as other compatibility issues.   This discussion will evaluate the long-term needs and issues for user  compatability, etc.  

The issues of data integration, registration, mapping and accessibility will be discussed in the small, work group meeting helds weekly at SDSC.  

Communication with the GEON PIs re: what they want to show at the site visit and how/when are they going to get this to us.  Margaret to schedule an ICC meeting for next week. . .to discuss this issue.     

Chaitan announced that HP has donated 9 nodes to GEON.  One will have 24 GB of memory, 2 TB disk; and the other 8 disks will have 8GB each, and 1 TB disk; with dual network cards. As a  side note (speculative, at this point) he also told the group that he gave a presentation to a group from AMD last week, and they have indicated that they are committed to donating several nodes to GEON.  Chaitan told them that if they could do this in time for the AHM, he would see to it that they got invited to this meeting.

