WEEKLY GEON MEETING MINUTES, 03/29/04

Attendees:  Dogan Seber,  Chaitan Baru, Bertram Ludaescher,  Margaret Banton,   Karan Bhatia,  Sandeep Chandra, Ashraf Memon, Choonhan Youn, Cindy Santini,  Jane Park, Efrat Jaeger, Doug Greer, Ilya Zaslavsky, Reza Wahadj, LJ Ding, and Paul Tooby.

Dogan provided a brief overview from the PIs meeting that was held at Virginia Tech.  This meeting lasted two full days.  Several demos were shown from SDSC’s work which, basically, lead to the realization that the science side of the project is “behind” the IT progress to date, as well as what they geo scientists are going to do to .  PIs were encouraged to join in on the Monday SDSC meetings to pose some of their IT questions and get them answered, as well as participate in an IT oriented forum that we will be developing on the geongrid portal.  They were also invited to come to SDSC to work through some of their IT related questions, in-person.  

A discussion ensued about the ability to upload and accommodate stand-alone applications that the geo scientists develop, on the geongrid portal.  Karan indicated that in the short-term, scientists will be able to download these datasets. . . and for the long-term we need to develop a cluster integration system.  Karan pointed out that we want the geo PIs to develop their own portlets, so we need to do some training and portal standardization to enable them to develop their full applications. . . and then integrating that into our environment.  Dogan emphasized the education aspect of this process, since the portal architecture is so foreign and most don’t understand how different this is than creating a basic HTML page.  He suggested that we begin by targeting certain groups (VA Tech, UTEP, DLESE) because these groups have computer PhD and  Master’s students to help with this process.

Dogan announced that NSF wants to do its official site visit of GEON immediately before the AHM.  They’ll bring their own, internal, reviewers as well as six external reviewers from the geo and IT sides.  He suggested that next Monday’s meeting involve creating specific goals and production systems that we’re going to have developed in time for this visit, as well as who (at SDSC) will specifically be working on what aspects.

The second day of the PI meeting was extremely productive in terms of creating science questions/demos that they will be working on in the coming months.  Randy Keller headed the Rocky Mountain group and Krishna Sinha headed the Mid Atlantic group.  Each group defined a very specific question they are going to study and answer.  Both groups will be producing a report that includes the specific science goals.  By the site visit, it is intended that an initial  working model be developed to demonstrate their progress in answer this selected science question..  Krishna has proposed meeting several SDSC and UTEP folks in UTEP in May to discuss accessing data sets, since this is such a large part of the science goal.

Chaitan recommended that the process for uploading data sets be documented clearly and put somewhere on the portal, so that the geo scientists can work through  this process with a clear guideline.  For this and a variety of reasons, it is very important that we create clear documentation for project related goals both to demonstrate what we’ve accomplished, as well as to make the use of these processes accessible to the geo science community.  

In summary, the geo side of the project accomplished clear, focused goals and the IT side will continue our progress. . . with some

Kai provided a report from his visit at Penn State.  He visited the Geo Vista center while he was there.  They have about 20 full-time researchers working on the Geo Vista, including an excellent GIS programmer from England who has designed some very advanced mapping display systems.  They have developed their own GIS system, and Kai indicated that it is quite an advanced program.  It is a java-based application, which creates some issues integrating it into the geon grid sytem.  Kai felt it was a very good, fast system, and Dogan thought it might be something that (if Penn State is willing) to make this a registration-based application in the portal that people can utilize.  It was agreed that GEON should utilize Geo Vista’s applications, though Kai pointed out that their capability to integrate ontologies is limited – though they’re willing to work on designing an extended capability to meet our needs of supporting multiple ontologies.

The are not currently willing to share this system, as it is not stable enough.  They will be working through some issues and capabilities and could make this available to us in the next 3 to 6 weeks.  Dogan asked Kai to see if we could get a version of Geovista’s aplet, now, in its less-than-stable condition,  so that we can put the existing seismology ontology under the geongrid portal via this.  Bertram interjected that some RDF capability is worth waiting for, so Kai is going to ask the Geovista group when we could get a version of Codex that has basic read/write capabilities of OWL files . . .  Kai is going to email Mark Gahegan/Bill Pike re: this request and a realistic timeframe that they might share this with us.

Chaitan wants to start a catalogue database that reflects everything that’s been registered on the website.  A system discussion came up about the server set-up at the various grid locations.  SDSC wants to have the ability to dynamically distribute software updates without 

