WEEKLY GEON MEETING MINUTES, 02/09/04

Attendees:  Dogan Seber,  Bertram Ludaescher, Ilya Zaslavsky,   Kai Lin, Margaret Banton,  Douglas Greer,  Jane Park,  Efrat Jaeger,  Cindy Santini, Ashraf Memon,  LJ Ding, Paul Toobey, Reza Wahadj, Choonhan Youn, Pavel Velikhov, 

and Allister Rees (Arizona).

Dogan reminded the group of the change in format

Betram told the group that two folks came from UC Berkeley to provide an

overview of their Ptolemy (Kepler) system usage.  This was a two day presentation and could be quite interesting, useful for GEON in the future.  Hence, the workflow group did not meet.

Choonhan reported that the portal group met and discussed what will be discussed at

the PI meeting.  Kai said that they discussed taking a demo and putting it in a portlet format.  Discussion on this subject, involving the pros and cons and anticipated results were discussed in this (large group) meeting.   Kai and Choonhan agreed that they will meet, separate from this meeting, to determine what’s going to go into put his geological demo in the portlet environment.  

Dogan went over the goals by the PI meeting:

· get portal running so people can log on

· have a geoapplication in portlet format

· get the geongrid map online in portlet format

· get the pgap application up and in portlet format (jane)

· access to UTEP’s gravity database and combine with one of Ashraf’s mapping services, in a portlet environment (Sandeep, Ashraf).

Dogan gave an update on his trip to Australia.  He attended an “EON” (Earth and Ocean Network) workshop, that was organized in order to write a proposal to get funding for

their project.  Dogan talked to the group about GEON.  EON’s goals are a bit different

from ours, in that they aren’t trying to create a grid .   One person that Dogan met that he

feels we should keep in touch with was “Simon Cox”, a part of CSIRO in Australia.

Dogan described him as a “Boyan ++) in terms of the amount and type of knowledge

that he has.  

Dogan indicated that there is another group that is very similar to GEON in Australia called SEEGrid (Solid Earth and Environment Grid).  In talking with them, he learned that they have used our architecture.  He also mentioned someone named “Leblanc Smith” who is involved with visualization areas for this SEEGrid.   Dogan though there is some potential that we may want to follow-up on, in terms of tapping into some of their 3-D visualization tools.

Ilya indicated he and Ashraf have been looking at “Key Hold”, a web based 3-D visualization package that might fit in to the GEON model.  Ilya suggested this might be an option if ESRI is not going to put ArcGlobe on the web.

Ilya updated on the mapping group  every GEON ode will have some service that will create maps.  The question has been whether we want this service to be based on free softward (postgres, postGS, mapserver) or software that isn’t free, but is to “us” (SDSC), like ArcIMS.  Dogan added that he and Ilya (others?) may be going to ESRI in the next few weeks to discuss the prospect of using ArcIMS on the GEON grid, and work through the issues of who will have access to this application without having to buy their own certificate.     Ilya said he also discussed the viewer “Arc Explorer Web” with ESRI, and it was agreed that this should be a part of the discussion that is held when they visit ESRI. 

Dogan indicated that they’ll also be setting up a GEON PoP node at ESRI, as they’ll be part of the grid.

Dogan gave an update about the GeoInformatics Summer Institute that is being organized at SDSC.  A proposal is being written to put on a five day session.  It would be great if science folks from GEON attend. The main goal is to educate “geo guys” on IT issues.  We’re hoping to invite about 40 participants, with the goal of paying their expenses (if NSF comes through with funding).   The tentative itinerary is:  Day 1 = Data Mgmt;  Day 2 =  Web Services  ;  Day 3 = Grid Services;  Day 4 =  Geo Info Systems ;

Day 5 = Parallel Processing (1/2 day) and Workflows (1/2 day).

