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	Summary
	

	Date/Place:
	Monday, January 23, 2006

	Subject:
	GEON Weekly Meeting

	Attendees:
	Chaitan Baru, Dogan Seber, Margaret Banton, Ghulam Memon, Viswanath Nandigam, Doug Greer, Nancy White, Efrat Jaeger, Kai Lin, Choonhan Youn, Ullas Nambiar (visiting from UC Davis), Sandeep Chandra, Ashraf Memon, Emilio Valente and Ilkay Altintas (speaker).

	To Be Completed During or After Meeting

	Meeting Minutes:
	1.  Ilkay Altintas gave a presentation on "New Developments in Kepler".  In this, she described the various authentication processes that Kepler now conducts, as well as how the "actor search" is conducted.  There are presently more than 160 actors, which are automatically searched and annotated rather than having the user do that manually.   Chaitan suggested to have search for geography network from Kepler.

She also went over some updates that are being worked on, right now, to improve Kepler's usability.  She went through several activities that Kepler performs (Object Manager, Provenance, etc.) and explained that these actors are componentized, this allows the plug and play capabilities for actor in Kepler.  She also highlighted Vergil as the GUI for Kepler. 

2.  Ullas Nambiar (GEON team member working with Bertram Ludaescher at UC Davis) gave a short, informal presentation on "Data Integration on GEON: Many Questions, Some Answers".  He discussed what GEON is presently doing at UC Davis.  Ullas has implemented the comments for the objects (all the reseources as projects). Some recommendation for improvement in the GUI were made for the new functionality. He gave an overview of the information integration in his view. He described various challenges involved in the integration. There was a discussion about the perception of information integration from Chaitan, Ullas and Bertram. There are currently four machines that comprise the GEON node, which includes an (internal) CVS.  He did a demo of this and received some security and usability feedback from the group.  He then outlined some of the challenges that he sees GEON is facing, in part whether we adopt a single or multiple ontology to drive queries.  Ullas to discuss the direction that is strategically important for GEON. The topic would be GAV/LAV and interleaved keyword search and browsing
3.  Chaitan discussed the email he sent over the weekend, suggesting that we develop a written GEON architecture whose primary audience is intended to be geoscientists rather than computer scientists.  This provides an opportunity for GEON to describe what it sees as geoinformatics, via our (written) definition of our distributed architecture.
He said that this is going to be a priority this year, along with the registration, usability and tools priorities that have already been set and discussed.

4.  Kai announced that he has created the Excel data registration and this will be discussed and reviewed at the small group meeting on Wednesday.   This discussion will include supporting limited projections.

5.  Chaitan announced that NSF has funded GEON workshop in Beijing in July.  This (and future, international) workshops will include more geoscientists teaching others how they have used and benefited from geoinformatics.  He also announced that the CSIG '06 received funding and clarified that this will have a stronger geo involvement.  The Geoinformatics 2006 also received financial support from NSF, as well as two other international workshops - -potentially to be held in Prague and Moscow later in the year.

6.  Dogan gave an update on the usability issues and told the group that this small group has started with the portal and begun going through its look and design . . . and will be working through usability issues.  These fixes will first be done on the development machine and tested before incorporated on the production system.  

7.  Margaret did a call for future speakers at the GEON weekly meeting.
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