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	Summary
	

	Date/Place:
	Monday, January 9, 2006

	Subject:
	GEON Weekly Meeting

	Organizer:
	Margaret Banton

	Attendees:
	Chaitan Baru, Randy Keller, Dogan Seber, A. K. Sinha, Margaret Banton, Ghulam Memon, Kai Lin, Efrat Jaeger, Choonhan Youn, Nancy White, Vishu Nandigam, Doug Greer, Ilkay Altintas, and Emilio Valente.

	To Be Completed During or After Meeting

	Meeting Minutes:
	1.  A. K. Sinha (GEON PI, VA Tech) gave this morning's presentation.  
     His talk was titled "     " he covered some of the geoscience and related
     technology that is imbedded in GEON, as well as issues he's been
     working through on information integration.  This may help the IT team
     discover/understand what geoscientists want from cyberinfrastructure.
     To this end, Krishna provided a basic geoscience lesson and showed 
     the group what kinds of information and environments he - as a 
     scientist - is interested in.  He went over the ways that he believes the
     integration of environments can be facilitated by cyberinfrastructure, 
    resulting in the acceleration of discovery processes.  He showed work 
    that has been done regarding volcanic hazard assessment as an
    example of where/how GEON could have major impact.  Krishna then
    went through the layers/processes that are involved with the registration
    and integration of data.  This included identifying existing and develop- 

    ing  needed ontologies and working through the level of item detail that
    enable the data to be registered and semantically integrated.  He 
    discussed the need for GEON to package these ontologies that will 
    enable geoscientists to utilize the integration platform that we've been
    working on.   He concluded that creating a dynamic portrayal of the 
    earth is the ultimate future of the geosciences and indicated that

    teaching ontology development to students is very important for the

    future.  Krishna also stressed the need for significant community parti-
    cipation via small focus groups who come together to advance these 

    ontologies and really begin to register data and test these integration 
    advancements.

    Krishna provided a demo, in closing, how a template he's been working

    on could be modified and included on the GEON portal that will enable
    geoscientists to register legacy data in spatial terms, via utilizing

    existing quadrant maps from USGS.

2.  Chaitan told the group that Krishna's presentation provided a good into
     to what our focus is going to be in the coming year.  From an IT aspect,
     our real focus is going to be getting things online at the portal, vs. 
     developing new technologies.  The time has come to systematically 
    work through the list of datasets that we've discussed having registered
    on the portal and bringing them online.   Our role will be to be available
    and present to help the geoscientists register their data.  We at SDSC 
    are moving into "service" mode, so that we work with the scientists to 
    meet the project's goals of getting datasets registered and available for
    querying via the GEON portal.   This will involve bringing together small
    focus groups of specialized geoscientists (potential field experts) to 

    discuss the levels of detail and working through the registration process 
    together.  
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